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Fantastic mineral weafth was uncovered on Viti Levu, Fiji, in 
1932-36, enough to feed the press for several years, make the stock 
exchanges of Melbourne and London take notice, and to provide 
the government of Fiji with a mineral industry that is still signifi-
cant in the 1980s. 
Three individuals were responsible for the gold discovery, flota-
tion of companies, and early success on the field. The three were 
Queenslanders, from different walks of Ufe, and the events of the 
1930s brought them together for life and made them very wealthy. 
That they were Queenslanders was not incidental; in fact, the 
Queensland origins provided their common ground. 
The lead character in these events was Patrick Costello, a 
Maryborough native who arrived in Suva in 1909. As the years passed 
Costello tried several occupations, got to know Fiji well, and gradual-
ly earned success as a businessman. He was intrigued with the 
possibility of finding gold, and lost considerable money trying to 
find it in expeditions he sponsored in 1915, 1924, and 1928.' 
In November of 1932, he heard rumours of an occasional "col-
our" being noticed in the streams near Tavua, especially the Nasivi 
River. He discussed this with his aged friend and sometime employee, 
William Borthwick. They agreed to check the area, so Costello out-
fitted Borthwick and a companion. Jack Sinclair. Within a few days, 
Borthwick notified Costello that he had found payable gold.^ 
On November 23, from his office in Suva, Costello wrote to the 
Colonial Secretary announcing the find and its location. "To use 
the words of my Prospector he describes it as 'an Extraordinary Gold 
occurance'."^ In the days to follow Costello, and a few others early 
Don Chaput is Curator of History with the Los Angeles County Museum 
of Natural History. He has a wide-ranging knowledge and interest in the 
history of mining in countries in and bordering the Pacific Ocean. 
389 
on the field, obtained prospector's licences and rights, and mining 
leases. 
Costello was probably the most flamboyant personality on Fiji 
in this century. He was born and raised in Maryborough, where his 
father and many brothers and sisters held such positions as storeman, 
cabman, fireman, engine driver, and domestic. Hearing of more op-
portunities on Fiji, the twenty-year-old Patrick Costello moved there 
in 1909, his first job being a shipping clerk in Suva.* 
In the next two decades he earned the reputation of a shrewd in-
vestor, a wild raconteur, a man with a passion for prospecting, and 
one who knew most of the roads and leading personalities on Viti 
Levu. After working for Morris Hedstrom, later Brown & Joske, 
Costello went into business for himself. 
He went to Lautoka as a hotel keeper, and in 1915 built the 
Shamrock Hotel there. He soon acquired other land and shops, grew 
tobacco at Labasa, owned an island off Ellington where he raised 
goats for the local market, and maintained a cattle ranch at 
Sigatoka.'' 
Costello knew he was considered a "character"; he may have even 
cultivated the image. What he was, and what he appeared to be, were 
often contradictory. This Pat Costello could be found in many a 
Fiji hotel, with glass in hand, telling a wild Irish tale, and laughing 
heartily at himself. He modestly referred to himself as a country 
publican, two steps ahead of the debt collector. 
R. W. Robson, editor of the Pacific Islands Monthly, knew 
Costello well, sought his company, and recalled a trip he had taken 
with Costello around Viti Levu. Costello was "seeking pleasure and 
interest, wherever it might be found."' The Fiji Times recalled that 
Costello had a "bright and cheerful personality", and the "tradi-
tional humour of his Irish ancestry".' 
A contemporary view was provided by John Fraser, one of the 
Australians first hired in 1933 to examine the find. At the dock in 
Suva to meet the party was Costello: 
He was a strong-looking and rather heavily built man, with a florid 
comple.xion and the hearty humourous manner of the successful 
Irishman. He seemed in high spirits and gave us genial greeting. 
"You'll like Fiji," he promised. "It's a great country!'" 
It is true that Fiji gold made Costello a weakhy man, but Costello 
was a successful man prior to the gold find. Fraser points out that 
Costello "had amassed considerable wealth" from hotels, shops, and 
ranches, from Suva to Lautoka."' The top of the letterhead, announ-
cing the discovery to the Colonial Secretary, listed these Costello 
enterprises: auctioneer, estate and commission agent, representative 
of the Royal Insurance Company, proprietor of Lautoka Electric 
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Supply, proprietor of Tagitagi Cattle Estate.'' This was not a com-
monplace country publican. 
BORTHWICK JOINS COSTELLO 
William "Old Bill" Borthwick was born in Dumfries, Scotland, 
in 1860, but after some schooling and apprenticeship to a civil 
engineer, Borthwick longed for adventure. He stowed away on a sail-
ing vessel bound for Australia and landed at Townsville in the early 
1880s. His first job was mending fences, and his second was gold 
sluicing.'-
Fencing and mining fit Borthwick's outdoor temperament, and 
he prospected and laboured in many parts of Queensland, New South 
Wales, and New Zealand. At age fifty he qualified for a plumber's 
licence, and by this time knew enough about construction to erect 
a complete building, from foundation to roof, including plumbing 
and electricity." 
Near Maryborough around 1900, while working on a station, Bor-
thwick first came in contact with the Costello family. His many 
talents must ha\e impressed Pat Costello, for around 1915 he wrote 
to Borthwick, asking to join him in Suva. Borthwick became an aide, 
seeing to the employees, and planning and overseeing the construc-
tion of the many concrete and wooden buildings for the Costello 
enterprises on Viti Levu. And, of course, both men were prospec-
tors and spent much time in the hills and streams of Viti Levu. The 
dour Scotsman and the affable Irishman were a team for three 
decades.'"* 
Borthwick had prospected on New Zealand and belie\ed that the 
caldera near Tavua closely resembled New Zealand geological for-
mations in which gold was found. The andesites, tellurides, and other 
geological peculiarities made it difficult to spot the gold.'-
Fraser mentions that when he and a few Australians arrived on 
the field in 1933 they watched Borthwick panning. One of the par-
ty, in an aside, suggested that Borthwick was not very fast: 
"That's all right in Australia," said Borthwick, without looking 
up from his work. "The gold there is round and hea\y. But this 
stuff is wire gold and w on't go straight to the bottom. 1 f you w ant 
to recover all the gold here \ou'\e got to be might\ careful."" 
One New Zealand expert claimed that "as a prospector. Bill had 
no superiors, and few equals".'" In 1932,"therefore, this seventy-
two-year-old prospector, acting on logic and experience, located one 
of the major gold finds of the century. 
Borthwick and Costello realized at once that although the field 
was rich, the telluride ore and confusing adesites and dikes meant 
that this was no field for a small operator. Costello wrote to the 
Waihi Gold Mining Company in New Zealand, trying to elicit their 
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interest. The Waihi management hesitated, and queried the Colonial 
Secretary about aspects of Fiji mining law, taxes, and so forth." 
This was not the type of dynamic leadership Costello sought for the 
field. 
THEODORE'S DECISIVE ENTRY 
Enter, then, our third Queenslander, Edward G. Theodore. The 
ex-Premier of Queensland had been forcibly retired from his last posi-
tion as Federal Treasurer in the wake of the "Mungana Affair". 
Theodore had been one of the principals in this North Queensland 
mining scandal which involved land leases and influence peddling 
around Chillagoe. A Royal Commission questioned the integrity and 
honesty of Theodore while he had been Premier, and in 1932 
Theodore resigned as Federal Treasurer." 
Theodore, a South Australian of Rumanian origin, came to Ir-
vinebank in North Queensland in 1906 as a miner and became in-
terested in Labour politics. He was elected to the Queensland Parlia-
ment in 1909 and in the same year he married Esther Mahoney of 
Toowoomba. He became State Treasurer in 1915, then Premier of 
Queensland from 1919 through 1925. He entered the Commonweahh 
ParUament in 1926 and served as Federal Treasurer from 1929 
through 1932.^ ° He was one of the most powerful political figures 
in Australia until the events of the Mungana Affair forced his resigna-
tion in 1932. 
While hcking his wounds in Sydney, Theodore read a brief 
newspaper article about the Fiji discovery, and that one Patrick 
Costello was involved. Theodore knew Costello, as they had visited 
several times at Costello's hotel in Suva, while Theodore was travell-
ing abroard. They had met again in Sydney in 1929 when they both 
attended the Eucharistic Congress. Theodore at once wrote to 
Costello and expressed his interest in investigating and perhaps back-
ing a mining venture on Viti Levu.-' 
Costello immediately replied, and sent detailed information as well 
as samples. Theodore brought John Wren and Pat Cody into the 
scheme, and they took the samples to Melbourne for testing. The 
results were so promising that they arranged to hire the prominent 
geologist Dr Loftus Hills to inspect the field." 
This was Costello's kind of action. Theodore arrived in Suva on 
26 May 1933, met with Costello and A. L. Armstrong, the Acting 
Colonial Secretary, and in a few days they were inspecting the 
Costello lease." 
Dr Loftus Hills had already reported on the field to Theodore, 
stating that this was a major find. However, most geologists scoff-
ed at this optimism, even Tom Victor, a mining engineer close to 
Theodore. In June a six-man team from Australia joined Theodore, 
Borthwick, and Costello, and they spent a few months on the field. 
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measuring, digging, sampling, and drawing up plans to work the 
field. ^ ^ 
What happened in the next few years is that Theodore and his 
group purchased most of Costello's rights, but Costello reserved a 
thirty-acre plot, so that over the years he, his brothers, and Bor-
thwick could mine and mill on a small scale." 
EMPEROR GOLD MINES FLOATED 
The Theodore group — Theodore, Wren, Cody, and now Frank 
Packer — working with geologist Dr Loftus Hills and mining 
engineer Tom Victor (a convert to Tavua riches), put together the 
money and talent to work their mine, known as the Emperor. In 
1935, the Emperor Gold Mines, Ltd., was floated in Melbourne 
under the auspices of Wallace H. Smith, who became chairman of 
the board. Other mines went into production soon after, and 
Theodore owned a part of most of them: Loloma, Dolphin, Koroere, 
and Tavua. By 1936 the cyanide plant and all manner of modern 
mining and milling equipment was installed and at work, and the 
same field is being worked at a profit today." 
Our interests here are in the roles played by Costello, Borthwick, 
and Theodore in opening of the Viti Levu field, and as such we will 
not be considering those other fascinating aspects of Fiji gold min-
ing of the 1930s, such as: the strict government regulations that 
limited the field to large or wealthy operations; the rampant specula-
tion on the Melbourne Stock Exchange; the unusual geological for-
mations around Tavua, which limited only that area to profitable 
gold mining; the unusual approach of "Red Ted" Theodore in con-
vincing the Fijians, and everyone else, that the native Fijians could 
become good underground miners." 
An unusual feature in the saga of the three Queenslanders is that 
they all became wealthy, lived for many years, and maintained close 
contacts, and had great respect for each other until their deaths. 
Bill Borthwick had no intentions of dying, or retiring, when he 
found gold in late 1932. According to one report, "an idle life does 
not appeal to him. He is still looking for other fields, and disap-
pears for days at a t ime."" In theory, Borthwick was merely an 
employee of Costello at time of the discovery. However, when several 
companies were floated in Melbourne in 1935, and Costello came 
into great wealth, "he made over sufficient to Bill to secure him in-
dependence for life."" 
In November of 1935, at age seventy-six, Borthwick demonstrated 
his attitude towards retirement. He joined Pat Costello for Costello's 
annual pilgrimage to the Melbourne Cup, then on to North 
Queensland where he and Costello prospected around Charters 
Towers, Rockhampton and Cairns.'" Borthwick and a few Costello 
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brothers also prospected the headwaters of the Waimanu, in the 
mountains of central Viti Levu, unusual work for a wealthy man 
almost eighty years old.'' 
Borthwick died in Lautoka, Viti Levu, on 3 June 1944, almost 
eighty-four years old. Only ill health slowed him down in the last 
few years. He died a wealthy man, and in the last years enjoyed the 
expressions of many who pointed out that Borthwick's theories and 
practical experience were superior to that of most geologists and min-
ing engineers." 
COSTELLO'S ROLE IN FIJI 
Costello was not one to hide from the press. He was not new to 
comfortable living, but this increased wealth gave him recognition. 
He made good copy. Less than a month after the discovery he was 
interviewed by the Pacific Islands Monthly. There was no qualify-
ing remark for Costello: "It is too large to be t rue . "" In an inter-
view two years later with the Brisbane Courier-Mail, he stated: "It 
is not exaggerating to say that this is the gold find of the century."" 
The real Costello can be seen in photographs in the Pacific Islands 
Monthly, one in 1933, the other in 1941. In the earlier view, Pat 
Costello was shown in the field, on horseback, with the caption 
"leaving the mine with £500 worth of gold." In the later view, Pat 
is shown standing by a table at Costello Mines, Ltd., a small 
Vatukoula operation. On the table were three gold ingots, total 
weight 101 ounces." This was man who thrived on publicity and 
would then adjourn to the local hotel, raise a glass, and joke about 
the circumstances. 
In 1935 Costello and associates decided to emulate Theodore and 
form a company, put in a large mill, and process a lot of ore. This 
was to be on the famous thirty-acre block that Costello had reserv-
ed for himself when he assigned the area to Theodore. The Aloha 
Central Gold Mine, N.L., was organized in April, with Costello the 
leading shareholder." 
Dr Loftus Hills was hired and he gave the site a sound geological 
blessing, but this was one of the few areas of the volcanic caldera 
where the gold did not "Uve down". Machinery was imported, and 
men were hired to work the Aloha Central, but by the end of 1936 
it was realized that this was no Emperor or Loloma." 
This did not dampen CosteUo's interest in mining. He recaptured 
control of the thirty-acre site, called it Costello Mines, Ltd., and 
by 1941 he and a few men, including several of his brothers, were 
working the area at a profit and even erected a small mill." This 
was adjacent to the prosperous Emperor and Loloma and kept him 
in frequent contact with Theodore and other local mining 
personalities. 
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The Clan Costello figured in most of Pat's commercial and min-
ing ventures. Brother Dan was in on the Aloha Central mine and 
was a founder of Gold Search (Fiji), Ltd., a Suva firm. In 1935 Dan 
was secretary of the widely publicized Ba Races, which even the 
governor attended. The Costello brothers had several horses entered 
in these mining district races, and Vince Costello's The Major won 
the Dewar's Cup. Dan was proprietor of the Pier Hotel in Suva and 
an active member of the Chamber of Commerce." 
Other brothers included Tom, who was part of the Aloha Syn-
dicate in 1935-36, and who continued to live at Vatukoula through 
the 1950s, and Vince, a longtime resident of Suva who was part of 
the initial discovery team and has left an account of that event. Other 
brothers in the Costello network were Jim, who spent an entire 
business career in Suva before retiring to Melbourne, and Jack, who 
remained in Maryborough.'" 
One brother, Frank, had worked with Pat a few years in Suva 
then returned to Queensland. He was one of the leading businessmen 
of Innisfail, an accountant, an auditor, and secretary to the local 
sugar grower's association. He was brutally murdered in a train rob-
bery in Brisbane in April of 1936, shortly after visiting with his 
brother Dan in Sydney.*^ 
Pat Costello went on to a host of private and public honours, ser-
ving on the Suva Town Board, the Road Board of Lautoka, and 
in 1947 was appointed to the Fiji Executive Council. One account 
referred to him as "the Colony's best-known and least conventional 
businessman"."' A better measure of his reputation came in late 1949, 
when he was appointed to the board of Emperor Mines, Ltd., replac-
ing the retiring Sir Maynard Hedstrom." It was practically impossi-
ble now to peddle the country publican image. 
Aside from his business and mining activities, Costello was very 
active in Roman Catholic affairs on Viti Levu, and was a well-known 
sportsman, a "very keen bowler", and every November he could 
be found in Melbourne for the Cup; he would then frequently swing 
north to visit friends and relatives in Maryborough. Pat and his wife 
had only one child, Jane, who had married Wing Commander John 
Bray of New Zealand.'-
Pat Costello died in Suva on 15 April 1957 at age sixty-nine. The 
two-column obituary on page one of the Fiji Times is an indication 
of the local standing of this businessman-miner-public figure. In 
discussing Pat's great success record in Fiji, the editor made it clear 
that Costello had carried his aggressiveness, humour, and good 
wishes into every endeavour. "Players in Pat's rink could always 
be assured of a bright game — win, lose or draw." The Bishop of 
Fiji officiated at the funeral mass, and the Colonial Secretary and 
Chief Justice were among those in attendance. 
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Costello's longtime friend, R. W. Robson of the Pacific Islands 
Monthly, published a long obituary on Pat and included one 
paragraph which encapsulates much of the man: 
But aUhough his social qualities made him popular far and wide, 
there was a tough side to Pat Costello. He gained much, and died 
a rich man — but he got it the hard way. He had nothing but in-
telligence and shrewd vision when he went from Queensland to 
Fiji, as a shipping clerk, nearly 50 years ago; and he forged ahead, 
as storekeeper, hotelkeeper, landowner and investor, by hard work, 
enterprise, and judgement that was hardened and sharpened in in-
numerable encounters with other keen traders." 
THEODORE'S SUBSEQUENT CAREER 
The subsequent career of the third Queenslander, Theodore, is 
better known because of his political record, his pubUshing empire, 
and his control of Emperor Mines. Before the 1930s were over 
Theodore was a weaUhy man. He kept residences at Vatukoula, Suva, 
and Sydney, and inaugurated his Fijian improvement plan at the 
mines, employing natives there and setting up modern villages with 
improved housing, libraries, medical facilities, and athletic centres."' 
His financial independence allowed him to form several other syn-
dicates, and he purchased leases and explored on several Fijian 
islands, the Solomons, and Guadalcanal. By this time the publishing 
group. Consolidated Press, in which Packer and Theodore were part-
ners, was an important factor in Australian business circles."' 
At the outbreak of World War II, Australian Prime Minister John 
Curtin requested Theodore to become director of the Allied Works 
Council. Theodore accepted the position and from 1942 through 1945 
used his business and financial talents to make this an effective agen-
cy.'" During the war he made only occasional visits to Fiji, but by 
the late 1940s he was spending most of his time in the bure at 
Vatukoula. 
Theodore became an important social and poUtical force on Fiji, 
largely through his employment schemes for the natives. He was 
praised as "a very good frie;id of Fiji and the Fijians.'"' Even as 
early as 1935, in the first flush of succesa-~on Fiji, Theodore con-
tributed £5,000 to the new Suva Colonial War Memorial Hospital." 
Such gestures characterize the Theodore years on Fiji. 
Theodore died in Sydney on 9 February 1950, a weaUhy man, 
highly regarded for his success, but still with the taint of the Mungana 
scandal. He was a talented administrator, an excellent financier, and 
a man willing to take risks." 
From the beginning, and to the end, Costello praised Theodore's 
vision and initiative. In an interview with the Brisbane Courier-Mad 
he expressed the hope that Theodore and his associates "make two 
fortunes out of the field, as they had the courage to risk from £75,000 
to £80,000 of their own money in developing the area.'"" 
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When a columnist wrote that the Tavua field was notorious for 
its rogues and speculators, Costello wrote a letter to the editor. He 
explained that he and Borthwick were responsible for the birth of 
the field but they realized their limitations. He then called on 
Theodore, who formed the Theodore-Wren-Cody-Packer group 
which floated the Emperor: 
1 should be very pleased to have the address of any other people 
who are prepared to risk £100,000 in a gold venture." 
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